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CHAPTER 21 OFF-STREET PARKING REQUIREMENTS 

Authority to Require Parking Spaces 
Schedule of Requirements for Parkimg Spaces 
Exceptions to the Schedule of Requirements: C-4 District 
Exceptions to the Schedule of Requirements: Downtown Urban Renewal Area 
Exceptions to the Schedule of Requirements: Near Metrorail Stations 
Exceptions to the Schedule of Requirements: Central Employment Area 
Exceptions to the Schedule of Requirements: Colleges and Universities 
Exceptions to the Schedule of Requirements: Outside the Central Employment Area 
Reduction of Parking Spaces: Authority of the Board 
Applicability of Nonresidential Building and Structure Provisions 
[Reserved] 
Size of Parking Spaces 
Location of Parking Spaces 
Access, Maintenance, and Operation 
Rules of Interpretation 
Bicycle Parkimg Spaces 

2100 AUTHORITY TO REQUIRE PARKING SPACES 

2100.1 All buildings or structures erected on or after May 12, 1958 shall be provided with 
parking spaces to the extent specified in 5 2101, except as permitted by $5 2102 
through 2108. 

2100.2 No application for a building permit for a building or structure to be erected on or 
after May 12, 1958 shall be approved unless there is included with the plans for the 
building or structure a parking plan showing the location, dimensions, and grades of 
all parking spaces and approaches thereto in accordance with the provisions of this 
chapter. 

2100.3 No certificate of occupancy shall be issued for the use of a building or suucture 
erected on or after May 12, 1958, unless the required parking spaces have been 
provided in accordance with the parking plan provided for in the approved building 
permit. 

2100.4 Except as provided in 8 2100.5, when the use of a building or structure is changed 
to another use that requires more parking spaces than required for the use existing 
immediately prior to the change or, if the building or structure is vacant, the use 
that existed immediately prior to the vacancy, parking spaces shall be provided for 
the additional requirement in the amount necessary to conform to 8 2101. 

2100.5 No additional parking spaces shall be required for a historic landmark or a building 
or structure located in a historic district that is certified by the State Historic 
Preservation Officer as contributing to the character of that historic district. 
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2100.6 When the intensity of use of a building or structure existing before May 12, 1958 is 
increased by an addition of employees, dwelling units, gross floor area, seating 
capacity, or other unit of measurement specified in 5 2101, parking spaces shall be 
provided for the addition, subject to 55 2100.7 through 2100.9. 

2100.7 Parking spaces shall not be required for the addition unless the addition increases 
the intensity of use of the building or structure by more than twenty-five percent 
(25 %) of the aggregate. 

2100.8 Parking spaces for the addition need not exceed the amount of parking spaces that 
would be required for the entire structure as proposed if constructed new. 

2100.9 The determination of the increase of intensity of use shall be based on the total 
increase in intensity of use the structure undergoes on or after May 12, 1958, 
whether the total increase occurs at one time or in successive stages. 

2100.10 In the case of a building or structure for which the Zoning Regulations now require 
more parking spaces than were required when the building or structure was built, 
the following shall be required: 

(a) If the existing number of parking spaces now provided is less than or equal to 
the minimum number of parking spaces now required by this chapter, the 
number of parking spaces cannot be reduced; and 

(b) If the existing number of parking spaces now provided is more than the 
minimum number of parking spaces now required by this chapter, the number 
of parking spaces cannot be reduced below the minimum number of parking 
spaces required by this chapter. 

AUTHORITY: Unless otherwise noted, the authority for this chapter is the Zoning Act of 1938, 
approved June 20, 1938 (52 Stat. 797, as amended; D.C. Official Code 55 6-641.01 to 6-641.15 
(2001) (formerly codified at D.C. Code $8 5-413 to 5-432 (1994 & 1999 Supp.))). 

SOURCE: Final Rulemaking published at 31 DCR 6585, 6586 (December 28, 1984); as amended 
by Fial Rulemaking published at 47 DCR 9741-43 (December 8, 2000), incorporating by reference 
the text of Proposed Rulemaking published at 47 DCR 8335. 8497-98 (October 20, 2000). 

2101 SCHEDULE OF REQUIREMENTS FOR PARKING SPACES 

2101.1 On and after May 12, 1958, all buildings or structures shall be provided with 
parking spaces as specified in the following table: 
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USES 

SP, W. CR C. C-M, M 

C-4, C-5 (PAD) 

C-M, M 

C-2, C-3-A: 
In n building having a side yard 

In a building havingno ride yard 

NUMBER OF PARKING SPACES REQUIRED 

In excess of 3.m R.', I for each 300 ft.'of gross floor area 
and eellar floor a m  

1 for each 1.200 fl?afgross floor area devoted to chancery 
use, or ac determined by lhc Board of Zoning Adjurment 

I for each 1,800 n?of gross floor area devoted to chancery 
use, or as determined by the B o d  a f h i n g  A d j u r m l  

I for each 800 fl 'of grusr flmr area drvolcd lo chaoccry 
use, n as dctemuned by the Board of Zonmg A d j ~ r u r m l  

Same as required for general office 

I space for each 300 A.'ofgross floor a r u  or cellar floor 
area 

For FEF u s  ~n an cx~sltng s w r u r e ,  pravldc thc number ol 
parkmg spacer required by thtr title for the usc 11131 cx~slcd 
~rmnediaul) prior lo thc EEt urc or. 11 ihc rrmcfurc ir 

vaelnl, the use that exwed immedlauly prior to the 
vacancy. 

For new construction, up to 50% af the number of parking 
spacss specified in this table may be set aside as a parking 
m r v c  and used for nan-habitable u s a  related to the EEF 
use. If EEF use is dixontinued. lhc  arki inn m e  shall 
bc dcvclopcd to provide the number bt parking spaces 
required by this title for the succeeding use. 

In excess of2000 ft?, 1 for u c h  addilional 1,800 ft.' of 
gross flow m a  

Sam as requimd for general office use 

1 for ench 3,000 A? of gross flmr area 

In cxccss of 1,500 R?, I for each additianal 100 ft? of 
gmss floor area and cellar flmr area 

Same as required for retail or service establishment in the 
dislrict in which located 
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Allothcr disuicu 

Food Dclivrni Service: 

C-2, C-3-A. C-3-B, W, CR, and other dishice 
in which the use is permitted 

Hotel or Inn: 

R.5-U, R-5-C, R-5-D 

C-I, C-2. C-3-A, W 

SP, C-3-8. C-3-C, CR 

Omre - General. inrludin~ television and radio 
broadcast studio: 

C-I, C-2-A, C-3-A 

For a building or smurc built on a lot 
having m area of 10,000 fl.' or l a s  

For a building or structure built on a lot 
having an area of more than 10,000 f l l  

Olliee - Medical and dental. clinic, veterinalv 
doctor. or vrterinrrr hasoltal: 

NUMBEROF PARKING SPACES REQUIRED 

Same as required for retail n service establishment in the 
district in which lacated 

I space for each 500 A'of gross floor area or cellar flwr 
area 

I for each 2 sleeping mom or suiles 

I for tach 4 sleeping mom or suites 

I f o ~  oreach 2 r- usable for sleeping.plur I rorcach 150 
fl'of floor area in either the largest function mom or the 
largest exhibit space, whichever is greater 

I for each 4 roams usable for slecping plus 1 for each 300 
fl.'of floor area in either the largest function room or the 
largest exh>hlt space, whichever is greater 

I for each 8 moms usable for sleeping 

I for each room usable for sleeping plus 1 for each 150 R.' 
of floor arca in the largest function mom or the largesl 
exhibit space, whieheva is greater 

In excess of2,OW fl?, 1 for each additional MO R?of 
gross floor area and cellar flwr area 

In excss of2,MO R', I for each additional 1.800 fl? of 
gmss flm a m  

In c x m r  012.000 fi!, I far each additional 1,800 R?af 
gros floor arca 

No requirement 

In excess of 2,OW 8'. 1 for each additional 800 R.' o 
g ~ o s  floor arca and cellar floor area devoted lo that use 

Same as requircd for general ofice 

No nquinmcnt 
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USES 

C-I, C-2-A, C-3-A: 

If the space devotcd to medical or dcntal 
use is less than 25% of the gross floor 
area and cellar floor area or lhe entire 
SwcNre 

Ifthe space devoted to medical or dental 
use is 25% or more of the e m s  floor 

afliea 

All other districts: 

If the space devoted to medical or dental 
usc is less than 25% ofthe gross flwr 
area ofthe entire structure 

letsil or service estsblishmrnt r r e e ~ l  easoline 
erviee atation and revair earnee: 

C-I, C-2-A, C-3-A, C-M-I. M 

W, CR, C-2-B,C-ZC, C-3-B, C-3C,C-M-2, 
C-M-3 

C-5 (TAD) 

;.soline rrrviec station: 

All districts 

1.1.1(.1: 
C-4. C-5 (PAD) 

All other districts 

NUMBEROP PARKING SPACES REQUIRED 

S a m  as rcquimd for ggmcnl office for district in which 
loealed 

T ~ c c  the number of spaces r e q u i d  lor gmcral oficc for 
dishict in which laalcd 

Same as required for general ol l iu for disuict in which 
l w t c d  

In excess of3.000 R.'. I for each additional 300 fl.' of 
gross floor area and cellar floor m a  

Ln excess of3.000 R.', I for each additional 750 &.'of 
p s  noor area 

In excers of30.WO R', 1 for eachadditional 3,000 fl.'of 
p s s  floor area 

NO requirement 

1 far each 300 fI.'ofgms floor area, excluding any pump 
island canopy and any kiosk adjaunt to the pumps used 
exclusively as an attendant's shelhr 

4 plus I for each 200 R.'ofps flwr area 

No requimcnt 

I far each bed 
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nanuhcturlne. Indurtr iAor Wholaale 
,stablishmonl: 

All dl~tricfs 

C-4, C-5 PAD) 

All olherdisrricts 

Bast club or marina: 

Ail disbicts 

u: 
C-3-C. C-4, C-5 (PAD) 

All o therd i s~c l r  

Reerratlonal buildinear use: 

All dishlcts 

Amrtmmt  house or mul t i~ le  dwelling: 

R-5-A, C-l 

R-5-6 SP. C-Z-C, C-3-B.C-3C.C-4, C-5 
(PAD) 

NUMBER OF PARKING SPACES REQUIRED 

1 for each 1.000 n.'of gross flmr area 

i lor cach 10 seats of occupancy capacity Tor the first 
IO,OM) seats,plus 1 for each 20 seats above the first 
I0.W. provided, that where such reau are not 6xed.each 
7 fl?usablc for sealing shall be cmsidered I seal 

I for each4 berths or slips 

L for each 10 scats of occupancy capaciry in the mi, 
sancmary; pmvided, that where the seats arc not fixed 
cach 7 fl? usable fw seating or each IS in of bench i 
benches are pmvided shall be considered I seat 

1 for each 2,000 fL2devotcd to the building or use 

I fa each dwelling unit 

1 for each Z dwelling units 

I for each 3 dwelling units 

I for each 4 dwelling units 
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USES 

~ommunltv-based rsidentisl fariliw: 

Ali districts other than C-3. C-4. C-5 (PAD): 

I 10 8 pWSOn5 housed 

9 la I5 persons housed 

16 or m e  persons housed 

C-3, C-4, C-5 Disbicts 

All disbiets 

m: 

R-5-A 

All other dirbicts 

he-brnilv dwelling: 

All districu 

All dirbicts 

taomlnror bosrdlm hauw: 

All districts 

:hlld/Eldrrlv Devclo~rnrat Center: 

All dishicls 

C4, C-5 (PAD) 

All otha dishiets 

:Irmenlarv and Junior Hieh School: 

All districts 

NUMBER OF PARKING SPACES REQUIRED 

As determined by the BZA 

I for each 10 persons housed 

I for each 5 beds 

I for each dwelling unit 

1 for each 2 dwelling units 

I for each dwelling unit 

I for each 6 dwelling units 

1 plus I for each 5 morning unie 

I for each 4 teaehei-s and other employees 

No requirement 

Far each building: 2 for each 3 teachen; plus eitha 1 for 
each 10 classrwm seats or I for each 12 stadium seats or I 
for each 10 auditorium seats, whichever is p a l e r ,  except 
as provided in 5 2106 

2 for each 3 reachas and othn employees 
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Hirh school and accessow user: 

All diabicts 

I 
2 liir each 3 trackri and other cn,plu)rrr, p l ~ s  cilhrr I fur 
each 20 classroom rrarr or I for mrh 10 scru in the largest 
audmnum, gymnarwmsr area "\able for pubk &sscmbly. 

USES 

I whichever is greata I 

NUMBER OW PARKING SPACES REQUIRED 

Warehouse: 

All districts I lor each 3,000 n20f gross flw area I 

2101.2 Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to prohibit the establishment of 
accessory parking spaces in an amount which exceeds that required by (j 2101.1; 
provided, that each case complies with all other applicable provisions of this chapter 
and chapter 23. 

All Other Uses: 

All districts 

2101.3 Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to prohibit the establishment of 
parking spaces accessory to buildings or structures for which no required parking 
spaces are specified in § 2101.1; provided, that each case complies with all other 
applicable provisions of this chapter and chapter 23. 

I tar each 6W fi? of gross floor area and cellar flmr area 

SOURCE: Final Rulemaking published at 31 DCR 6585, 6588 (December 28, 1984); as amended by: 
Final Rulemaking published at 32 DCR 4374, 4378 (July 26, 1985); Final Rulemaking published at 40 
DCR 3744,3747 (June 11, 1993); Final Rulemaking published at 43 DCR 1624 (March 29, 1996); Final 
Rulemaking published at 46 DCR 8284, 8289 (October 15, 1999); Final Rulemaking published at 47 
DCR 9741-43 (December 8, 2000), incorporating by reference the text of Proposed Rulemaking 
published at 47 DCR 8335, 8497-99 (October 20, 2000); Final Rulemaking published at 48 DCR 9830, 
9839 (October 26, 2001); and Final Rulemaking published at 49 DCR 1655 (February 22, 2002). 
incorporating by reference the text of Proposed Rulemaking published at 49 DCR 11159, 11165 
(December 7,2001). 

2102 EXCEPTIONS TO THE SCHEDULE OF REQUIREMENTS: C-4 DISTRICT 

2102.1 In a C-4 District, the provisions in this section shall apply. 

2102.2 The parking requirements applicable to a Disposition Lot as defined in the Urban 
Renewal Plan for the Downtown Urban Renewal Area shall be as specified in that 
Plan. 

2102.3 The parking spacesrequired pursuant to (j 2101.1 for office and retail or service uses 
need not be limited to use by employees, occupants, guests, visitors, or customers of 
such uses and may be used for general public parking. 
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SOURCE: Final Rulemaking published at 31 DCR 6585, 6596 (December 28, 1984): as amended 
by Final Rulemakiig published at 47 DCR 9741-43 (December 8. 2000). incorporating by reference 
the text of Proposed Rulemaking published at 47 DCR 8335. 8499 (October 20. 2000). 

2103 EXCEPTIONS TO THE SCHEDULE OF REQUIREMENTS: 
DOWNTOWN URBAN RENEWAL AREA 

2103.1 Within the Downtown Urban Renewal Area, parking spaces required for all uses 
need not be provided if adoptedpublic law or municipal regulation prohibits a curb 
cut on the street on which the lot faces and there is no other alternative access to the 
lot through a street or alley. 

2103.2 Within the Downtown Urban Renewal Area, the Board of Zoning Adjustment is 
hereby authorized in accordance with the requirements of § 3104 for special 
exceptions to reduce or eliminate the amount of parking spaces required for all uses 
and to approve parking plans for buildings or structures to provide all the required 
parking spaces in an off-site collective parking facility; provided, that the provisions 
of $8 2103.3 through 2103.6 are satisfied. 

2103.3 Parking spaces may be reduced if other adopted public law, policy, or municipal 
regulation requires or recommends that the street not be broken with a curb cut and 
there is no other alternative access to the lot through a street or alley. 

2103.4 The Board shall give consideration to the: 

(a) Nature and location of the structure; 

@) Maximum number of students, employees, guests, customers, or clients that 
can reasonably be expected to use the proposed building or structure at one 
(1) time; 

(c) Amount of traffic congestion existing or that the building or structure can 
reasonably be expected to create in the neighborhood; 

(d) Quantity of existing public, commercial, or private parking, other than curb 
parking, on the property or in the neighborhood that can reasonably be 
expected to be available when the building or structure is in use; and 

(e) Proximity to public transportation, particularly Metrorail stations, and quality 
of public transportation service in the area, or a ride-sharing program 
approved by the D. C. Department of Transportation. 

2103.5 If the applicant relies on a ride-sharing program, the applicant shall demonstrate to 
the Board that the program shall continue as long as the use continues. 
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2103.6 Prior to takimg final action on an application, the Board shall refer the application to 
the D.C. Departments of Transportation and Housing and Community Development 
for review and report. 

SOURCE: Final Rulemaking published at 31 DCR 6585. 6596 (December 28, 1984): F i a l  
Rulemaking published at 47 DCR 9741-43 (December 8. 2003, incorporating by reference the text 
of Proposed Rulemaking published at 47 DCR 8335, 8499 (October 20, 2000). 

2104 EXCEPTIONS TO THE SCHEDULE OF REQUIREMENTS: 
NEAR METRORAIL STATIONS 

2104.1 The number of parking spaces required under 5 2101.1 for a nonresidential building 
or structure located withim a radius of eight hundred feet (800 ft.) of a Metrorail 
station entrance may be reduced by up to twenty-five percent (25%); provided: 

(a) The building or structure is located in a nonresidential district and is at least 
eight hundred feet (800 ft.) from any R-I, R-2, R-3, or R-4 District; and 

(b) The Metrorail station is currently in operation or is one for which a 
construction contract has been awarded. 

SOURCE: Fu~al Rulemaking published at 31 DCR 6585, 6597 (December 28, 1984); as amended 
by Final Rulemakiing published at 47 DCR 9741-43 (December 8, 2000), incorporating by reference 
the text of Proposed Rulemaking published at 47 DCR 8335, 8499-50 (October 20, 2000). 

2105 EXCEF'TIONS TO THE SCHEDULE OF REQUIREMENTS: 
CENTRAL EMPLOYMENT AREA 

2105.1 The number of parking spaces required under 8 2101.1 for a nonresidential building 
or structure located within the Central Employment Area may be reduced or 
eliminated; provided: 

(a) The building or structure has adirect connection to a Metrorail station currently 
in operation or for which a construction contract has been awarded; and 

(b) For a Disposition Lot, as depicted on Map No. 5 of the Urban Renewal Plan for 
the Downtown Urban Renewal Area, as modified by the National Capital 
Planning Commission and approved by the Council of the District of Columbia 
through July 5, 1983, parking may not be reduced below the limit specified 
in that Plan. 

SOURCE: Final Rulemaking published at 31 DCR 6585, 6598 (December 28, 1984). 
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2106 

2106.1 

2107 

2107.1 

2107.2 

2107.3 

2107.4 
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EXCEPTIONS TO THE SCHEDULE OF REQUIREMENTS: 
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 

For a college or university use, if a campus plan has been approved by the Zoning 
Commission or the Board of Zoning Adjustment for the college or university, 
parking shall be provided as set forth in the approved campus plan. 

SOURCE: Final Rulemakiig published at 31 DCR 6585, 6598 (December 28. 1984); as amended 
by Final Rulemaking published at 47 DCR 9725, 9737 (December 8,2000). 

EXCEPTIONS TO THE SCHEDULE OF REQUIREMENTS: 
OUTSIDE THE CENTRAL EMPLOYMENT AREA 

The Board of Zoning Adjustment is hereby authorized to reduce or eliminate the 
amount of required parking spaces for nonresidential buildings or structures located 
outside the Central Employment Area in accordance with the requirements of 
3 3104 for special exceptions; provided, that the building or structure is provided 
with a direct connection to a Metrorail station currently in operation or for which a 
construction contract has been awarded. 

The parking spaces normally required are not necessary to serve the use located in 
the building or structure. In determining whether the parking spaces are necessary, 
the Board shall give consideration to the: 

Nature and location of the building or structure and the nature and location 
of the connection to Metrorail: 

Maximum number of students, employees, guests, customers, or clients who 
can reasonably be expected to use the proposed building or structure at one 
time; 

Amount of traffic congestion existing or which the building or structure can 
reasonably be expected to create in the neighborhood; 

Quantity of existing public, commercial, or private parking, other than 
on-street parking, on the property or in the neighborhood, that can reasonably 
be expected to be available when the building or structure is in use; and 

Availability of public transportation service in the area or a ride-sharing 
program approved by the D.C. Department of Transportation. 

If the applicant relies on a ride-sharing program, the applicant shall demonstrate to 
the Board that the program shall continue as long as the use continues. 

Prior to taking final action on an application under this section, the Board shall refer 
the application to the D.C. Department of Transportation for review and report. 
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SOURCE: Fial  Rulemakiig published at 31 DCR 6585, 6598 (December 28, 1984); as amended 
by Final Rulemaking published at 47 DCR 974143 (December 8, 2000), incorporating by reference 
the text of Proposed Rulcmaking published at 47 DCR 8335, 8500 (October 20, 2000). 

2108.1 The Board of Zoning Adjustment is hereby authorized to reduce the amount of 
parking spaces required for nonresidential uses under $ 2101.1 in accordance with 
the requirements of $ 3104 for special exceptions, pursuant to the provisions of this 
section. 

2108.2 The amount of required parking spaces shall not be reduced by more than 
twenty-five percent (25%); provided, that for a use that is in the category of "All 
Other Uses" in the table in $ 2101.1, the amount of required parking spaces shall 
not be reduced by more than fifty percent (50%). 

2108.3 The Board shall give consideration to the: 

(a) Nature and location of the structure; 

(b) Maximum number of students, employees, guests, customers, or clients who 
can reasonably be expected to use the proposed building or structure at one 
time; 

(c) Amount of traffic congestion existing or that the building or structure can 
reasonably be expected to create in the neighborhood; 

(d) Quantity of existing public, commercial, or private parking, other than curb 
parking, on the property or in the neighborhood that can reasonably be 
expected to be available when the building or structure is in use; and 

(e) Proximity to public transportation, particularly Metrorail stations, and the 
availability of public transportation service in the area or a ride-sharing 
program approved by the D.C. Department of Transportation. 

2108.4 If the applicant relies on a ride-sharing program, the applicant shall demonstrate to 
the Board that the program shall continue as long as the use continues. 

2108.5 Prior to taking final action on an application, the Board shall refer the application to 
the D.C. Department of Transportation for review and report. 

SOURCE: Final Rulemakiig published at 31 DCR 6585. 6600 (December 28, 1984); as amended 
by Final Rulemaking published at 47 DCR 9741-43 (December 8, 2000), incorporating by reference 
the text of Proposed Rulemakiig published at 47 DCR 8335, 8500.01 (October 20, 2000). 
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2109 

2109.1 

APPLICABILITY OF NONRESIDENTIAL BUILDING AND 
STRUCTURE PROVISIONS 

For the purposes of $5 2104, 2105, 2107, and 2108, a nonresidential building or 
structure includes any building or structure where eighty percent (80%) or more of 
the gross floor area is devoted to a use other than a dwelling, flat, multiple 
dwelling, rooming or boarding house, community-based residential facility, or 
hospital. 

SOURCE: F ia l  Rulemakng published at 31 DCR 6585, 6600 (December 28, 1984); as amended 
by F i a l  Rulemaking published at 47 DCR 9741-43 (December 8, 2000), incorporating by reference 
the text of Proposed Rulemaking published at 47 DCR 8335, 8501 (October 20, 2000). 

SIZE OF PARKING SPACES 

Except as otherwise provided in this section, a required automobile parking space 
shall be a minimum of nine feet (9 ft.) in width and nineteen feet (19 ft.) in length, 
exclusive of access drives, aisles, ramps, columns, office or work areas and shall be 
striped according to the requirements of 5 2117.3. Parking shall also be in 
compliance with the requirements of the District of Columbia Architectural Barriers 
Act of 1980, effective July 1, 1980 (D.C. Law 3-76; 12 DCMR art. 15). 

Any accessory parking area or accessory garage containing twenty-five (25) or 
more required parking spaces may designate up to forty percent (40%) of the 
parking spaces for compact cars. 

A compact car parking space shall be a minimum of eight feet (8 ft.) in width and 
sixteen feet (16 ft.) in length exclusive of access drives, aisles, ramps, columns, and 
office and work areas and shall be striped according to the requirements of $ 
2117.3. 

Parking spaces shall be visibly marked as "compact car" or "small car" parking 
spaces and shall be placed in groups of at least five (5) contiguous spaces with 
access from the same aisle. 

Except as provided in $6 2115.6 and 2115.7, all parking spaces shall have a 
minimum vertical clearance of six feet, six inches (6 ft., 6 in.). 

Where one hundred (100) or more parking spaces are provided, whether the spaces 
are required or not and whether the spaces are a principal use or an accessory use, 
at least five percent (5%) of the parking spaces shall have a minimum vertical 
clearance of seven feet, two inches (7 ft., 2 in.). 
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2115.7 All entrances, exits, access aisles, ramps, and driveways providing access to 
parking spaces shall also have the minimum vertical clearances as prescribed in 
$5 2115.5 and 21 15.6, respectively. 

2115.8 All parking spaces requiring the seven foot, two inch (7 ft., 2 in.), vertical clearance 
shall be clearly marked for "Van Parking 0 nly." 

21 15.9 In a commercial building or structure located in a C-3-C, C-4, C-5 (PAD), SP, W, or 
CR District, where at least seventy-five (75) parking spaces are required according 
to the schedule of parking requirements under 5 2101.1 and where parking spaces 
are provided within a parking garage, parking may be provided as set forth in 
$5 2115.10 through 2115.18. 

2115.10 A minimum of two hundred eighty-five square feet (285 fL2) of parking area shall 
be provided for each required parking space. 

2115.11 Parking space dimensional, size, design, and striping requirements stipulated under 
§# 2115.1 through 2115.4, 2117.3, 2117.5, and 2117.6 may be waived; provided, 
that the parking is managed during a specified twelve (12) hour peak period to be 
determined by the D.C. Department of Transportation by employed attendants who 
park the vehicles using the parking facility. 

2115.12 A permanent sign shall be posted at each entrance in full view of the public that 
states: "Attendant assisted parking is required by the District of Columbia 
Zoning Regulations." The sign shall also state the hours during which attendant 
parking is required. The sign shall have a white background, with black lettering 
that is no less than two inches (2 in.) in height. 

2115.13 All parking areas and spaces provided under 5 2115.9 shall be designed and 
operated so that sufficient access and maneuvering space is available to permit the 
parking and removal of any vehicle without moving any other vehicle onto public 
space. 

2115.14 Where aisles are provided, the aisles shall meet the design requirements stipulated 
in $5 2117.5 and 2117.6. 

2115.15 All other requirements for parking, including but not limited to minimum height 
clearances and landscaping requirements, shall remain applicable. 

2115.16 in the event parking by attendants as required in 5 2115.11 is discontinued, parking 
shall then be provided as otherwise required in these regulations. The applicant for 
a parking facility under this subsection shall submit a parking plan on a medium 
acceptable to the Zoning Administrator that demonstrates how parking shall be 
provided in the event the attendant parking is discontinued. 
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2115.17 No individual area shall be considered a part of the required parking area where the 
minimum lesser dimension is less than seven feet (7 ft.) or where the minimum 
greater dimension is less than fourteen feet (14 ft.) in rectangular area, exclusive of 
column obstructions. 

2115.18 For the purpose of 5 2115.9, a commercial building or structure shall include any 
building or structure where eighty percent (80%) or more of the gross floor area is 
devoted to a use other than a dwelling, flat, multiple dwelling, rooming or boarding 
house, community-based residential facility, or hospital. 

SOURCE: Fial Rulemakiig published at 31 DCR 6585, 6600 (December 28, 1984); as amended 
by Fial Rulemaking published at 47 DCR 9741-43 (December 8, 2000), incorporating by reference 
the text of Proposed Rulemaking published at 47 DCR 8335, 8501-02 (October 20. 2000); and Final 
Rulemaking published at 49 DCR 2742, 2747 (March 22,2002). 

2116 LOCATION OF PARKING SPACES 

2116.1 Except as provided in $8 214, 510, 708, 730, 743.2(d), 753.1(c), 761.2, 803.1, 
2116.5, and 2117.9(c), all parking spaces shall be located on the same lot with the 
buildings or structures they are intended to serve. 

2116.2 Parking spaces shall be located in one (1) of the following ways: 

(a) Within a permitted garage or carport, subject to the special provisions of 
chapter 23; or 

(b) On an open area of the lot as follows: 

(1) Within a rear yard; 

(2) Within a side yard; or 

(3) Except in an SP District, elsewhere on the lot if accessory to a commercial 
or industrial use. 

2116.3 For a church, up to fifty percent (50%) of the number of parking spaces may be 
located elsewhere. The spaces shall be located within four hundred feet (400 ft.) of 
the church in a public or private parking lot or garage where the required number of 
spaces are made available for the use of the church through a binding agreement 
with the owners of the parking facility. However, at least three (3) parking spaces 
shall be provided on the lot where the church is located. 

2116.4 Required parking spaces shall not be located in the area between a building line and 
lot line abutting a street. 
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2116.5 Except as provided in 5 2117.9, if approved by the Board of Zoning Adjustment 
pursuant to 9 3104 for special exceptions, open parking spaces accessory to any 
building or structure may be located anywhere on the lot upon which the building or 
structure is located, or elsewhere, except in the case of a one-family dwelling, in 
accordance with $9 2116.6 through 2116.9. 

2116.6 The Board shall determine that it is not practical to locate the spaces in accordance 
with $ 2116.2 for the following reasons: 

(a) Unusual topography, grades, shape, size, or dimensions of the lot; 

(b) The lack of an alley or the lack of appropriate ingress or egress through 
existing or proposed alleys or streets; 

(c) Traffic hazards caused by unusual street grades; or 

(d) The location of required parking spaces elsewhere on the same lot or on 
another lot would result in more efficient use of land, better design or 
landscaping, safer ingress or egress, and less adverse impact on neighboring 
properties. 

21 16.7 When the accessory parking spaces are to be located elsewhere than on the lot upon 
which the building or structure they are intended to serve is located, the parking on 
adjacent lots or lots separated only by an alley from the lot upon which the building 
or structure is located, shall be preferred. 

2116.8 The accessory parking spaces shall be located so as to furnish reasonable and 
convenient parking facilities for the occupants or guests of the building or structures 
that they are designed to serve. 

2116.9 The Board may impose conditions on any accessory or non-accessory parking 
spaces as to screening, coping, setbacks, fences, the location of entrances and exits, 
or any other requirement it deems necessary to protect adjacent or nearby property. 
It may also impose other conditions it deems necessary to assure the continued 
provision and maintenance of the spaces. 

SOURCE: F i a l  Rulemaking published at 31 DCR 6585, 6603 (December 28. 1984); as amended 
by Fial Rulemaking published at 47 DCR 9741-43 (December 8, 2000), incorporating by reference 
the text of Proposed Rulemaking published at 47 DCR 8335, 8502 (October 20, 20M)). 

2117 ACCESS, MAINTENANCE, AND OPERATION 

2117.1 The parking spaces required by this chapter shall be provided and maintained so long 
as the structure that the parking spaces are designed to serve exists. 
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2117.2 Required parking spaces shall not be reduced in total extent after their provision 
except upon approval of the Board of Zoning Adjustment and then only after proof 
that the parking spaces provided are no longer needed by reason of a reduction of 
employees, seats, gross floor area, dwelling units, or any other standard applicable 
to the use set forth in the regulations; provided the Board may impose any condition 
it deems necessary to ensure the addition of parking spaces in case of a subsequent 
increase in employees, seats, gross floor area, dwelling units, or any other unit of 
measurement. 

21 17.3 All required parking spaces shall be clearly striped and lined according to the 
dimensions specified in 8 2115. Durable materials that are all-weather impervious 
shall be used. Striping shall be maintained for as long as the parking spaces 
requiring the striping are in existence. 

2117.4 Except as provided in 5 2117.15, each required parking space shall be accessible at 
all times directly from improved streets or alleys or shall be accessible from 
improved streets and alleys via graded and unobstructed private driveways that form 
an all-weather impervious surface. Improved streets or alleys providing access to 
required parking spaces shall have a minimum width of ten feet (10 ft.) and be 
paved in compliance with the standards of the D.C. Department of Transportation. 

2117.5 Except as provided in 58 2115.9 through2115.18 and 2117.6, when required 
parking spaces are so arranged that an aisle is required for accessibility or 
maneuvering space between rows of two (2) or more parking spaces, or between a 
row of two (2) or more parking spaces and the perimeter of the area devoted to 
parking spaces, the aisle shall have a clear width of not less than twenty feet (20 ft.) 
or ninety degree (90') angle parking, and not less than seventeen feet (17 ft.) for 
angle parking that is sixty degrees (60') or less as measured from the center line of 
the aisle. 

2117.6 Aisle widths as prescribed in 8 2117.5 serving compact car spaces exclusively shall 
have a clear width of not less than twenty feet (20 ft.) for ninety degree (90') angle 
parking and not less than sixteen feet (16 ft.) for angle parking that is sixty degrees 
(60") or less as measured from the center line of the aisle. 

2117.7 The public rights-of-way as well as private walkways and driveways shall be 
protected from vehicular encroachment from all parking spaces by wheel bumper 
guards, curbs, guard rails, or screening between the property line and the perimeter 
of the parking area. Parking shall be designed so that no vehicle or any part thereof 
shall project over any lot line or building line. 

21 17.8 A driveway that provides access to required parking spaces shall meet the following 
standards: 
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It shall have a maximum grade of not more than twelve percent (12%) with a 
vertical transition at the property line; 

A driveway serving a one-family dwelling or flat or that otherwise serves 
only one parking space shall be not less than seven feet (7 ft.) in width; 

A driveway serving any use other than a one-family dwelling or flat or 
serving more than one (1) parking space shall be as follows: 

(1) Not less than twenty-five feet (25 ft.) from a street intersection as 
measured from the intersection of the curb line extended: 

(2) Not less than twelve feet (12 ft.) in width if designed for one-way 
circulation or fourteen feet (14 ft.) if designed for two-way circulation; 
and 

(3) Not more than twenty-five feet (25 ft.) in width. 

A driveway that provides access directly from a street to a row dwelling or a 
flat shall be a minimum of twenty-eight feet (28 ft.) from all adjacent 
driveways that provide access directly from a street to a row dwelling or a 
flat, as measured from the nearest edge of each such driveway opening. 

2117.9 Driveways and parking for row dwellings shall be governed by the following special 
provisions: 

(a) In the case of two (2) or more row dwellings that are constructed 
concurrently on adjacent lots and that have direct access only from the street, 
each two (2) row dwellings shall provide access to the required off-street 
parking spaces through adjacent driveways that share one (1) driveway 
opening. The width of each driveway shall not exceed seven feet (7 ft.) on 
each lot: 

(b) In the case of a row dwelling located on a lot where there are as many as 
three (3) row dwellings located on that lot or contiguous lots facing the same 
street, where access to the required parking space is only available directly 
from a street and no alternative access is available through existing or 
proposed alleys or private driveways, and where the driveway dimensional 
requirements stipulated in 9 2117.8(d) cannot be met, the required parking 
spaces need not be provided; 

(c) The Board of Zoning Adjustment may allow the parking spaces required for 
one (1) or more row dwellings to be located on a separate lot in accordance 
with the requirements of 9 3104 for special exceptions, provided: 
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(1) There is no alternative access to on-site parking spaces through existing 
or proposed paved alleys or private driveways that meet the Design 
Standards of the D.C. Department of Transportation; 

(2) The parking spaces are so located as to furnish reasonable and convenient 
parking facilities for the occupants or guests of the building or structure 
that they are designed to serve; 

(3) The Board determines that the separate parking does not impose any 
adverse impact on the surrounding neighborhood; 

(4) Any application for the separate parking shall be submitted to the D.C. 
Department of Transportation for review and report; and 

(5) The Board may impose conditions as to screening, coping, setbacks, 
fences, the location of entrances or exits, or any other requirement it 
deems necessary to protect adjacent or nearby property. It may also 
impose such other conditions as it deems necessary to ensure the 
continued provision and maintenance of the spaces. 

2117.10 All open parking spaces, including access aisles, driveways, and ramp areas shall be 
paved and maintained with bituminous, concrete, or brick materials, or a 
combination of these materials or other materials approved by the D.C. Department 
of Transportation as structurally equivalent or better, that form an all-weather 
impervious surface and that are at least four inches (4 in.) in thickness. 

2117.1 1 Landscaping with trees and shrubs shall be provided for all open parking spaces 
provided on a lot where there are more than ten (10) open parking spaces provided 
collectively as accessory to any building or structure. The landscaping shall cover a 
minimum of five percent (5%) of the total area devoted to parking, including aisles 
and hiveways. The landscaping shall be maintained in a healthy, growing condition. 

2117.12 The open parking spaces shall be screened from all contiguous residential property 
located in an R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, R-5-A, or SP District by a solid brick or stone 
wall at least twelve inches (12 in.) thick and forty-two inches (42 in.) high or by 
evergreen hedges or evergreen growing trees that are thickly planted and maintained 
and that are at least forty-two inches (42 in.) in height when planted. 

21 17.13 Any lighting used to illuminate open parking spaces shall be so arranged that all direct 
rays of lighting are confined to the surface of the paved area devoted to parking. 

2117.14 Detailed plans shall be submitted to the D.C. Department of Transportation for 
approval of all curb cuts and driveway openings, to ensure that compliance with 
these regulations does not conflict with the responsibility of the Department to 
protect safety in the public space. 
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Required parking spaces for a gasoline service station permitted as a matter of right 
may be arranged so that all spaces are not accessible at all times. All parking 
spaces provided under this subsection shall be designed and operated so that 
sufficient access and maneuvering space is available to permit the parking and 
removal of any vehicle without moving any other vehicle onto public space. 

SOURCE: Fia l  Rulemaking published at 31 DCR 6585, 6604 (December 28, 1984); as amended 
by Fial Rulemakiig published at 33 DCR 5898 (September 26, 1986); and Fial  Rulemakiig 
published at 47 DCR 9741-43 (December 8, 2000). incorporating by reference the text of Proposed 
Rulemakiig published at 47 DCR 8335, 8502-04 (October 20, 2000). 

RULES OF INTERPRETATION 

For the purpose of this chapter, the rules of interpretation set forth in this section 
shall apply. 

Where individual seats are not provided, each eighteen inches (18 in.) of benches or 
other similar seating shall be considered as one (1) seat. 

The number of teachers or employees shall be computed on the basis of the greatest 
number of persons to be employed at any one period during the day or night, 
including persons having both full-time and part-time employment. 

In computing the number of parking spaces required, that portion of the gross floor 
area or cellar area devoted to parking spaces, loading berths, loading platforms, 
service/delivery loading spaces, and vehicular access to parking spaces, may be 
excluded. 

In the case of mixed uses, the parking spaces required shall be the sum of the 
requirements for the various individual uses computed separately in accordance with 
5 2101. Parking spaces for one use shall not be considered as providing the 
required parking spaces for any other use. 

Whenever calculations based on the schedule set forth in 5 2101 result in a 
fractional space, any fraction under one-half shall be disregarded and any fraction 
of one-half or over shall require one (1) parking space. 

No parking spaces are required for buildings or structures with a gross floor area 
and cellar floor area Less than the minimum sizes specified in the schedule 
established by 5 2101. However, for buildings or structures containing more than 
one (1) commercial use where the first three thousand square feet (3,000 fk2) of 
gross floor area and cellar floor area do not require parking, this exemption shall 
apply to the combined gross floor area and cellar floor area contained in the 
building or structure and shall be pro-rated between the separate uses. 
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In the case of parking reductions allowed under $3  2102 through 2105, 2107, 2108, 
and 2117.9(c), no more than one (1) parking reduction shall be permitted. A 
reduction granted under one (1) section shall be considered a reduction for all such 
sections. 

Except where otherwise indicated, whenever the word "all" is followed by the 
words "parking spaces" in the same sentence, the parking requirements as 
specified shall apply to all parking spaces, whether or not the spaces are required by 
this chapter. The requirements shall also apply to both accessory parking spaces 
and parking spaces that are constructed as a principal use unless otherwise 
specified. 

No parking shall be provided that restricts vehicular access to and from gasoline 
pumps from any point of access to the gasoline service station. 

SOURCE: Final Rulemaking published at 31 DCR 6585, 6608 (December 28, 1984); as amended 
by Final Rulemaking published at 33 DCR 2818, 2819 (May 9, 1986); and Final Rulemakiig 
published at 47 DCR 9741-43 (December 8, 2000). incorporating by reference the text of Proposed 
Rulemakiig published at 47 DCR 8335, 8504 (October 20, 2000). 

BICYCLE PARKING SPACES 

Bicycle parking spaces shall be provided for office and retail and service uses, 
except for retail and service uses in the C-3-C, C-4, and C-5 (PAD) Districts. For 
office uses in the C-4 and C-5 (PAD) Districts, bicycle parking spaces shall be 
provided as if the building or structure were located in a C-3-C District. 

The number of bicycle parking spaces provided shall be at least equal to five 
percent (5%) of the number of automobile parking spaces required under 3 2101.1. 
2119.3Bicycle facilities shall have convenient access from the building or structure 
and street or other bicycle right-of-way and shall be clean, secure, well-lit, and 
located within a building or structure, either on the ground floor, basement, or first 
cellar level. 

All bicycle parking spaces required under 5 2119.1 shall be a minimum of two feet 
(2 ft.) in width and six feet (6 ft.) in length. 

An aisle five feet (5 ft.) in width shall be provided between rows of bicycle parking 
spaces and the perimeter of the area devoted to bicycle parking. 

If a room or common locker not divided into individual spaces is used to meet these 
requirements, twelve square feet (12 R.') of floor area shall be considered the 
equivalent of one (1) bicycle parking space. Where manufactured metal lockers or 
racks are provided, each locker or stall devoted to bicycle parking shall be counted 
as one bicycle parking space. 
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21 19.7 [DELETED] 

2119.8 Signs shall be posted stating where bicycle parking spaces are located in each 
building or structure where bicycle parking spaces are required. The signs shall be 
located in a prominent place at each entrance to the building or structure. The sign 
shall have a white background, with black lettering that is no less than two inches (2 
in.) in height. 

2119.9 For a building or structure existing on March 1, 1985, one percent (1%) of the 
amount of required parking spaces may be converted to bicycle parking spaces of 
appropriate size. 

SOURCE: F i  Rulemakig published at 31 DCR 6585, 6609 (December 28, 1984); as amended 
by F i t  Rulemaking published at 47 DCR 9741-43 (December 8, 2000). incorporating by reference 
the text of Proposed Rulemahg published at 47 DCR 8335,8504-05 (October 20, 2000). 




